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1.1 Objectives of the course 

The course aims to introduce students to some of the conceptual and theoretical issues around 

globalization and social movements. It will also critically examine some of the key contemporary 

global and national issues and debates. Understanding the origin, motivation and organization of 

different types of social movements is also another aim of the course. 

 

1.2 Mode of Delivery and Study Hour 

The mode of delivery for this course is interactive teaching and learning, independent learning 

and collaborative learning. The total study hours allocated for this course is 108 hours. Of this 

time, 24 hours is allocated for lectures, 15 hours for assignments, 12 hours for presentation, 16 

hours for tutorials and problem solving sessions, 13 hours for assessment and 28 hours for 

independent study. 

  

1.3 Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this module students will:  

 Clearly understand theoretical and conceptual issues in relation to the mainstream 

development model and how its application has affected people around the world  

 Understand the concept of social movement, factors that underline their formation and 

their effect on economic, political and social change 

 Understand how collective action can also be used in the development of alternative 

structures and organizations to affect current economic, social and political inequalities  

 Understand how utopian visions, alternative economic thinking – combined with 

community development approaches have resulted in the spread of various collective 

organizations and movements to affect change.   

 

1.4 Course Contents 



 Section one: Global economic and political integration: Definitions and general effects 

of globalization – overview and administration, definitions of economic globalization and 

general effects on society  and development focusing on historical, conceptual and 

theoretical implications.  

 Section two: Key contemporary Global and National Issues: Social movements – 

causes, types and characteristics, economic issues – UN and Bretton Woods systems, 

Washington consensus, Multinational and transnational corporations, poverty in the 

developed and underdeveloped world as well as issues of social justice, environment – 

the notion of sustainable development, global environmental destruction and global 

policies and positive action.   

 Section three: Mobilization in civil society and alternative social action: Societal 

visions – theoretical beginnings, Utopia ideas and alternative development, community 

development and social action – the notion of community, ideas of the common good and 

collective mobilization, and collective organizations of social change.   

 

1.5 Mode of Assessment 

- Assignment I: Students will prepare a verbal presentation in group on: (1) a 

global/national issue/problem and (2) the work of a relevant social movement working in 

this area. While presenting in a group each will be assessed separately and needs to 

demonstrate understanding of the task. This assignment will account for 20% of total 

marks. 

- Assignment II: This assignment is meant to develop a community based 

strategy/movement idea to address the problem/issue selected for the task. In order to 

complete this assignment, each students/groups must choose a different topic, submit 

their plans in advance and adhere to instructions. This assignment will account for 20% 

(10% presentation and 10% paper evaluation) of total marks. 

- Quiz: will accounts 10% of the total mark 

- Test: will accounts 10% of the total mark 

- Final Examination: There will also be a final exam at the end of the course which will 

account for 40 % of the total course mark. 

 

1.6 Reading Materials 

Ellwood, W, 2006, The no – nonsense guide to globalization, New International Publications in 

association with Verso, London 

Banks, J.A, The sociology of social movements, The Macmillan Press, London, AAU Call No: 

HM 101.B256 

 

 


